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Mass shooters who illegally modified their legal magazines 
 
 Justin Bourque used a legal semi-automatic M305 
rifle to shoot three RCMP officers in Moncton in June 
2014. This weapon is a Chinese semiautomatic version 
of the American military’s M14, a favorite of military 
weapons collectors. Bourque legally possessed this 
weapon as well as two magazines originally designed 
for 20 rounds and sold with a pin to hold no more 
than 5 cartridges, in keeping with Canadian law. That 
the pin was illegally removed by Bourque so that the  
magazines could hold 20 cartridges. 
 
 Richard Bain had in his possession ten legal CZ-858, 
one of which he used in the attack against Premier 
Pauline Marois in September 2012. He used an illegally 
modified 30-round magazine. If the weapon had not 
jammed while trying to shoot a police officer, things 
would have turned out much worse (one person was 
killed, stagehand Denis Blanchette). According to an 
academic expert, the Czech CZ-858 is similar to the 
AK-47, with only a few differences: the CZ is more 
powerful but known to be less reliable.  
 
 In January 2017 Alexandre Bissonnette had a Czech 
semi-automatic Small Arms VZ58 Sportster rifle. He was 
equipped with two illegally modified 30-cartridge 
magazines containing 29 cartridges. He also had a Glock 
pistol and five 10-bullet magazines. According to the 
media reports, he legally owned at least six guns. By a 
stroke of luck, the VZ58 jammed on the first shot, 
preventing him from using it further. He subsequently 
used his handgun, virtually emptying all magazines (48 
bullets) and, leaving behind six dead, five wounded and 
dozens of worshippers including children traumatized for 
life, left less than two minutes after he entered the Mosque.  
 
 In August 2018, Matthew Raymond Vincent shot two 
civilians and two police officers with a legally owned 
non-restricted semi-automatic Russian SKS rifle. On the 
morning of the shooting, he illegally modified the 
magazine of his rifle so it could hold more bullets. One 
officer was killed when he was shot 5 times including once 
through his bullet-proof vest. Another bullet ended up in 
another apartment: through door, multiple walls & 
bedrooms and into a cupboard.  

mailto:PoLySeSouvient@gmail.com
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/independent-review-moncton-shooting-june-4-2014
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/independent-review-moncton-shooting-june-4-2014
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/regions/montreal/2014/11/28/003-richard-bain-attentat-metropolis-requete-remise-liberte.shtml
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-quebec-city-mosque-shooter-alexandre-bissonnette-confessed-during-91/
http://www.journaldequebec.com/2018/04/12/tuerie-a-la-mosquee-les-photos-de-la-scene-de-crime-presentees-a-la-cour
http://www.journaldequebec.com/2018/04/12/tuerie-a-la-mosquee-les-photos-de-la-scene-de-crime-presentees-a-la-cour
https://www.lesoleil.com/actualite/les-images-de-la-tuerie-devant-les-proches-des-victimes-49d171f2372f8251e2075c0bc5ff3021
https://www.lesoleil.com/actualite/les-images-de-la-tuerie-devant-les-proches-des-victimes-49d171f2372f8251e2075c0bc5ff3021
http://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_18_04_20_Armes_de_ABisonnette_RapportBalistique.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/matthew-vincent-raymond-criminal-trial-1.5720459
https://globalnews.ca/news/7451300/matthew-raymond-quadruple-murder-trial-summary/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7451300/matthew-raymond-quadruple-murder-trial-summary/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/matthew-raymond-first-degree-murder-not-criminally-responsible-defence-1.5743618
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1094685/recommandations-peine-alexandre-bissonnette-tuerie-mosquee-quebec-video-interrogatoire

