Imminent tabling of new gun control legislation scheduled for May 30, 2022

Measures to look out for:
1) Mandatory buyback program of prohibited assault weapons: The initial two year amnesty
announced following the May 2020 orders in council was recently extended to October 30,
2023, but the program has yet to be launched.
2) A comprehensive ban on assault weapons (semi-automatic military-style firearms not
reasonably used for hunting): The May 2020 OICs banned some 1,500 models. However, this
does not constitute a ban on assault weapons as many models escaped the regulations and
new ones continue to be introduced to the market (similar to the 1991/1995 failed approach).
The families of victims of the Polytechnique massacre and the graduates that launched the
560,000-signature petition as students have fought for over 32 years for a comprehensive and
lasting ban on assault weapons, as this would represent the most significant and meaningful
tribute to the 14 victims and allow them to finally turn the page and move on. Over 80% of
Canadians, including 70% of gun owners, support such a ban.
3) A comprehensive ban on large capacity magazines: While there theoretically exists a 5round limit for long guns and 10-round limit for handguns, an array of exemptions and
loopholes render these limits laughable. The Liberal government has promised to ban
modifiable magazines (those that are easily converted to their illegal maximum factory limit as have done many recent mass shooters). But no word yet on whether it will address other
critical flaws, like the absurd rule introduced under the Harper government that says if a
magazine is not specifically designed for the gun in which it fits, it is exempt from the limits, or
the one that allows 100-round drums (sold online). Buying magazines should also require a
firearm licence, like for ammunition.
4) A national ban on handguns: While the Liberal Party promised to transfer the responsibility
to ban handguns to provinces, gun control advocates have consistently opposed this idea and
requested a national ban. This is what the Mosque community has advocated for over the last
five years.
5) An appropriate “red flag” measure: The previous Bill C-21 (tabled in 2021 but which died on
the order paper) introduced an option for potential victims to go to court to convince a judge to
issue an order prohibiting their abuser/stalker to own guns. For reasons explained in this letter,
women’s groups staunchly oppose this American-inspired approach. Instead, they recommend
a) to effectively use existing legislative tools to swiftly remove guns from potential abusers and
b) to amend the law in order to ensure an automatic prohibition where an individual is subject
to a protection order in the case of intimate partner threats and violence.
- PolySeSouvient / PolyRemembers

