
Main takeaways from latest Statistics Canada report:  

“Trends in firearm-related violent crime in Canada, 2009 to 2020” 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2022001/article/00009-eng.htm 

 

Overall gun-related violent crime and homicide: 

 from 2009 to 2013, both firearm-

related violent crime and homicides 

decreased 

 starting in 2014, both firearm-

related violent crime and homicides 

started trending upwards 

 from 2013 to 2020, the proportion 

of homicides involving a firearm 

rose from 26% to 37% 

Urban versus rural gun crime: 

 63% of the firearm-related violent 

crime in urban areas involve 

handguns  

 however, rates of firearm-related 

violent crime are higher in rural 

areas than in urban centres 

 in rural areas, the firearm present 

was most commonly a rifle or 

shotgun  

 only 6% of victims of firearm-related 

violent crime were victims in 

incidents that police identified as 

confirmed or suspected to be 

committed by, and for the benefit 

of, a criminal organization or street 

gang 

Intimate partner violence (IPV): 

 25% of female victims of firearm-

related violent crime was victimized 

by a current or former spouse or 

other intimate partner 

 … in contrast to 2% of male victims 

 for women, firearm-related IPV was 

most frequent in rural areas 

 firearm-related IPV accounted for 

32% of female victims in the rural 

South and 38% in the rural North 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2022001/article/00009-eng.htm


 Between 2014 and 2019, there were 497 victims of intimate partner homicide, and—similar to intimate 

partner violence in general, 80% (400 victims) were women. 

 In 2019, 47% of women who were victims of homicides were killed by an intimate partner, compared with 

6% of homicide victims who were men. Between 1975 and 1990, firearms were involved in approximately 

one-third of all domestic homicides. An Ontario study found that a quarter of domestic violence homicides 

are committed with firearms. A study in rural New Brunswick and PEI found that two-thirds of the women 

whose homes had firearms said knowing firearms were present made them more fearful for their safety. In 

contrast to other types of homicide, it would seem likely that in domestic disputes "the instrumentality rather 

than intent contributes most of the firearm’s lethal effect". 

https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/gender-based-violence-knowledge-centre/intimate-partner-violence.html
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003-eng.htm
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/jsp-sjp/wd98_4-dt98_4/p5.html#a54
http://cdhpi.ca/about-us/news/counter-domestic-homicide-tighten-gun-control
http://cdhpi.ca/about-us/news/counter-domestic-homicide-tighten-gun-control
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/jsp-sjp/wd98_4-dt98_4/p5.html#a54

