SOURCES OF CRIME GUNS ACROSS CANADA
Update September 2022

RED = CANADA/DOMESTIC * PURPLE = US/SMUGGLED
▪

Calgary (2022): Of the 28 crime guns recovered that have been linked directly to a shooting
event:
- 5 of these have been
smuggled
- 2 are homemade and 2 are 3D
printed
- 7 are stolen from a residence
or a Break and Enter
- 4 are undetermined due to no
serial number restored
- majority are long guns

https://www.calgarypolicecommission.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Sept-2022-5.1-CPCGun-Violence-in-Calgary-Revised.pdf
▪

Canada (2021): New comprehensive statistics tabled in the House of Commons on the
source of firearms seized by police services across Canada show that overall, 68% of seized
guns are domestically sourced and 32% are smuggled. More specifically: 21% of long guns
are smuggled, and 59% of handguns are smuggled.

https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_22_05_09_Seized_and_traced_Firearms_855
5_441_395_b.pdf

▪

Nouveau-Brunswick (2022): « Au Nouveau Brunswick, ce sont les carabines et fusils de
chasse qui sont le plus utilités dans les crimes violents, soit dans 40% des cas. Les armes de
poing sont utilisées dans 30% des cas. » Peu de données sont disponibles pour déterminer
leurs sources.
https://www.acadienouvelle.com/actualites/2022/06/19/9000-permis-darmes-a-feu-pour100-000-habitants-au-n-b-en-2020/

▪

Saskatchewan (2022 - general): Around two-thirds of the crime guns used in
Saskatchewan are stolen. Some guns used in crime do come over the border, but
predominantly from neighbouring provinces rather than directly from the United States,
says Evan Bray co-chairs a special firearms committee for the Canadian Association of Chiefs
of Police (CACP).
https://leaderpost.com/news/crime/crossfire-how-guns-get-into-the-hands-of-some-killersin-sask

▪

Canada (2021): Ms. Kellie Paquette (Director General, Royal Canadian Mounted Police):
“The tracing of firearms actually happens in two major centres. There's one in Ontario, and
there's one, the national centre, which is managed through the Canadian firearms program.
In the national one, we had approximately 2,000 traces this year, and 73% were deemed to
be imported legally, or manufactured in Canada.” Among the traced guns, 71% were long
guns (with 85% of long guns domestically sourced) and 29% were handguns (with 58% of
handguns smuggled from the US).
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/SECU/meeting-3/evidence and
https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2?fk=11470537

▪

Canada (2020): “In 2020, the firearm was recovered in just 39% of firearm-related
homicides (109 of 277 firearm-related homicides). Of those where the firearm was
recovered, 69% were sent for tracing. For 60% of the 75 firearms sent for tracing in 2020,
the origin was unknown, meaning they had either not received the results or the trace was
unsuccessful. Another 18.7% originated from Canada, 18.6% from the US and 2.7% from
other countries. https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2022001/article/00009eng.htm

▪

Toronto (2020): 85% of crime handguns are smuggled:
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2021/04/23/gun-chase-smuggled-guns-border-toronto/

▪

Regina (2020): “The majority of guns seized in Regina are what he calls domestically
sourced. “The vast majority of illegal firearm usage in our city is the result of people
accessing guns from property crimes or other means and using them for illegal purposes” Regina Police Service’s Supt. Corey Zaharuk: https://www.cjme.com/2020/06/02/guns-inregina-where-are-they-coming-from/

▪

Saskatchewan (2020): “People who use firearms in committing crimes in Saskatchewan
obtain them primarily by theft. “They’re diverting legal firearms — long arms, like the longbarrelled weapons, shotguns and rifles — they’re diverting those through theft into the
criminal element.”” - Saskatoon’s police chief:
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/crime/tent-saskatoon-police-record-__-firearm-seizuresso-far-this-year

▪

Calgary (2020): But unlike other regions within Canada, Lawson (Sgt. Ben Lawson of the
firearms investigative team) said Calgary police aren’t seizing large quantities of guns
smuggled in from the U.S. He said close to two-thirds of guns seized by CPS are lawfully
purchased within Canada. https://calgaryherald.com/news/crime/public-safety-task-forceto-tackle-substantial-rise-in-calgary-gun-violence

▪

Peel (2019 & 2020): “91% of all illegal handguns seized in Mississauga and Brampton in
2020 came from the United States ; 74% were from south of the border in 2019” – Peel
chief Nishan Duraiappah: https://www.insauga.com/almost-all-illegal-guns-coming-intomississauga-and-brampton-are-from-theus#:~:text=Almost%20all%20illegal%20guns%20coming%20into%20Mississauga%20and%20
Brampton%20are%20from%20the%20U.S.,by%20Steve%20Pecar&text=Peel%20Police%20say%2091%20per,came%20from%20the%20
United%20States.&text=Last%20year%20Peel%20Police%20indicated,from%2

▪

Toronto (2019): “When it comes to the handguns, I believe, 82% – give or take – of the
‘crime guns’ in the city are coming from the United States” - Toronto chief of Police:
https://westernstandardonline.com/2019/12/82-of-crime-guns-in-toronto-not-registeredpolice-chief/

▪

Brampton (2019): “About 75% of illegal handguns seized by Peel police were smuggled
across the border from the United States” - Chief Chris McCord.
https://www.bramptonguardian.com/news-story/9243446-75-per-cent-of-illegal-handgunsseized-in-peel-smuggled-from-the-u-s-police-chief-says/

▪

Toronto (2018): 70% of Toronto’s crime guns (for which sourcing could be determined)
came from the US, although Toronto Police attribute the 2018 to two large seizures by the
guns-and-gangs unit: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-how-the-globetried-and-failed-to-find-the-source-of-canadas/

▪

Toronto (2014-2017): 50% average between 2014 and 2017 - 2018 report from Toronto
Police’s Firearm Enforcement Unit: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-howthe-globe-tried-and-failed-to-find-the-source-of-canadas/

▪

British Columbia (2017): “Over the past three years in B.C., however, approximately 60%
were sourced in Canada”- BC Illegal Task Force:
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/RAPP_17_11_27_BC_Illegal_Firearms_TaskForce_Re
port_Highlighted.pdf

▪

Western Region of Canada (2017): 10% were smuggled and the rest (90%) domestically
sourced. - RCMP: http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/RCMP-ATIPResponse-Report-Crime-Guns-Domestically-Sourced-June-5-2017.pdf

▪

British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, the Northwest Territories and Yukon
(2014): “114 of the 229 (50%) of crime guns successfully traced were sourced
domestically” - Annual report by the RCMP’s Firearms Operations and Enforcement Support
Unit: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-how-the-globe-tried-and-failed-tofind-the-source-of-canadas/

NOTES:
▪

Edmonton (2019): “Between 2012 and 2017, Edmonton police recorded a 39% rise in
firearms seizures and a 78% increase in firearms-related injuries to civilians. Rifles and
shotguns were the most common crime guns, accounting for about 50% (rifles) and 25%
(shotguns) of all seizures, respectively. By far the most common gun seized was the SKS, a
semi-automatic rifle initially manufactured in the Soviet Union. In 2016-2017, police seized
68 SKS-style rifles. Non-restricted firearms are more difficult to track. Since the end of the
federal long-gun registry, police have no one-stop shop for finding the owner of a rifle or
shotgun. “It’s like trying to find a needle in a haystack with the non-restricted side of it,”
Stewart said.”: https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/database-here-are-all-theguns-edmonton-police-seized-over-two-years

▪

Quebec (2016): 78,6% of guns seized in crime are long guns – Sûreté du Québec:
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_16_02_00_Statistiques_ArmesConfisquees_S
Q.pdf

▪

When a trace request for a long gun results in a negative result, this is typically an
indication that the gun originated in Canada - RCMP: http://dennisryoung.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/RCMP-ATIP-Response-Report-Crime-Guns-Domestically-SourcedJune-5-2017.pdf http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/RCMP-ATIPResponse-Report-Crime-Guns-Domestically-Sourced-June-5-2017.pdf

THEFT:
▪

February 2021: From Ontario Superior Court Justice Perell in his decision re Smith & Wesson
case:

▪

Canada (2000 to 2012) Handguns: 8,952 in 14 years = 639/year average
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/ART_18_07_23_More_than_23000_handguns_in_To
ronto_RCMP_iPolitics.pdf

▪

Canada (2000 to 2012) Firearms: 44,204 in 11¼ years = about 3,929/year average (see
table below)

▪

Canada (2001 to end of January 2017): From 2001 to 2016 (14 years – average 639/year),
some 8,952 handguns have been stolen from legal owners, of which approximately 1,000 have
been recovered; in other words, about 8,000 of these stolen handguns remain, by definition, in
the hands of criminals - RCMP National Firearm Registry:
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/ART_18_07_23_More_than_23000_handguns_in_Toron
to_RCMP_iPolitics.pdf

▪

Canada (2001-2017): details

▪

Canada (2003-2011): details

▪

Alberta (2013 to 2016): Firearm thefts in Alberta jump 66% in three years. More than 4,500
firearms have been stolen in Alberta’s RCMP districts over the past four years at a rate of
more than three a day. Only a fraction of them are ever recovered. – RCMP: LINK

SEIZURES:
▪

Canada (2017-18): The number of firearms confiscated at the Canada-U.S. border has
fluctuated over the years — 751 were seized during the 2017-18 fiscal year - Canada Border
Services Agency: LINK

