
Banning assault weapons:  

Countering the misinformation regarding the amendment  

should come before attempting to improve it 

   

Montreal, December 15, 2022 - As the House of Commons adjourns for the holidays, misinformation about 

amendments G-4 and G-46 to Bill C-21 continues to distort the debate regarding the ban on assault weapons.  

Unfortunately, the Standing Committee on Public Safety appears to be moving toward amplify this 

misinformation rather than correcting it. Consideration is being given to the idea of consulting multiple groups 

who have likely been influenced by the false information coming from those who oppose gun control, i.e. the 

Conservatives and the gun lobby. Indeed, many are convinced that the amendment targets hunting guns, 

including specific models that are clearly not banned according to government experts who testified before the 

committee.  

“The priority should be on ensuring that the public, hunters and First Nations understand the proposed 

measure, which is not the case at present. Even some media outlets are getting it wrong given the complexity 

of the amendment and the confusion among hunting groups. The purpose of additional consultations should 

first and foremost be to hear from legal and ballistics experts to provide insights on the amendment. What is 

needed is for experts to demystify the amendment, clarify its components and explain its true impact on 

hunting guns,” believes Nathalie Provost, survivor of the feminicide at Polytechnique and spokesperson for 

PolySeSouvient.  

Indeed, “it’s difficult, if not impossible, to improve a measure that doesn’t exist. Only once the amendment is 

well understood will it be possible to consider legitimate complaints from hunters and correct certain 

anomalies, for example by exempting specific models that are reasonably used for hunting and are actually 

affected by the measure.” 

“A vast majority of Canadians want to get guns designed to kill humans quickly, efficiently and in large 

numbers, like the one used in my classroom, off our streets. That is the main purpose of the amendment,” 

concluded Ms. Provost. 

Disinformation: 

The Conservatives’ disinformation perfectly mirrors that of the gun lobby, claiming that the government is 

essentially seeking to ban “all centrefire semi-automatic rifles and shotguns that can carry any kind of 

magazines”. That is not true. The specific wording of the bill makes all the difference.  

 For example, as government experts explained to Conservative MPs at  committee, the amendment only 
affects centre-fire semi-automatic weapons designed with magazines that can hold more than five rounds. 
Compatibility with third-party-manufactured magazines that hold more than five rounds would not result 
in the prohibition of a firearm, contrary to what’s being stated by opponents. 
 

 Opponents also argue that the categories of models listed in the schedule (list) will lead to the banning of 
the entire range of sub-models. This too false. Only high-calibre models that surpass specific limits of 
10,000 joules of muzzle energy would be prohibited. Indeed, every instance of a “prohibited hunting 
weapon” showcased by Conservative MPs in committee was refuted by government experts, including the 
“Ruger No. 1 “, the “Parker Brothers Shotguns”, the “Mossberg 702 Plinkster ”, the “Weatherby Mark V” 
and the “Westley Richards Model 1897 ”. 
 

https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2022/LAW_22_11_00_AmendmentC21_CriminalCode_AssaultWeapons_ANNOTATED.pdf
https://firearmrights.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/the-list.pdf
https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20221214/-1/38341
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1602437650148892674
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1602437650148892674
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1603398982855806976
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1598856833791184896?s=20&t=1FnSIQV3Z88YXkWO6dFBEA
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1598856833791184896?s=20&t=1FnSIQV3Z88YXkWO6dFBEA
https://twitter.com/i/status/1599195545729306625
https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2?fk=11938174
https://twitter.com/Polysesouvient/status/1599209262403944448
https://firearmrights.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/the-list.pdf
https://twitter.com/i/status/1598446037487816704
https://twitter.com/i/status/1598444172813520902
https://twitter.com/i/status/1598448893565587474
https://twitter.com/i/status/1598444947979517952
https://twitter.com/i/status/1598448899047542789


 We are only talking about banning high-powered firearms “that exceed safe civilian use. These are 
characterized by the following physical attributes: a 20 mm bore or greater (e.g. grenade launcher) and the 
capacity to discharge a projectile with a muzzle energy greater than 10,000 joules (e.g. a .50 calibre BMG). 
These weapons are primarily designed to produce mass human casualties or cause significant property 
damage at long ranges, and the potential power of these weapons exceeds safe or legitimate civilian 
use.” For comparison’s sake, an AK-47 produced less than 2,000 joules of muzzle energy. 
 

 Opponents also believe that variants of all the models listed in the in the schedule (list) would be 
prohibited. While this is true for some sections in the schedule, it’s not true for all, including section 95. 

 
 In addition, the majority of the models (and sub-categories of models) listed are already prohibited. Many 

of the new models are those that were exempt from the May 2020 Orders that excluded models from the 
10,000 joule and 20mm bore diameter criteria based on arbitrary rules (i.e. either not of “modern design” 
or not found “in large numbers” on the Canadian market).  
 

 Finally, the gun lobby published an excerpt of the appendix listing several hunting firearms, stating that 
they were banned - despite the fact that they were specifically excluded from the ban. 
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