
 
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF MCC REPORT: 

No Concrete Progress on Key Recommendations in Mass Casualty 
Commission Report: Sale of Assault Weapons and Large Capacity 

Magazines in Canada Remain Virtually Unchanged. 
 

“Priority should be placed on reducing access to the most dangerous, high-capacity 
firearms and ammunition in recognition of the risks they pose and the fact they do 

not serve a hunting or sporting purpose.” - MCC 
 

Montreal, March 28, 2024 – The group representing survivors and family of victims associated with the 
1989 mass shooting at the École Polytechnique wishes to remind Canadians that, a year after the Mass 
Casualty Commission (MCC) unveiled its final report on March 30, 2023, key recommendations related to 
access to assault weapons and large capacity magazines remain unfulfilled.  
 
While Bill C-21 adopted last December 14th includes many MCC firearm-related recommendations, it failed 
to deliver on the top recommendation related to firearms: “REDUCING GUN LETHALITY” (page 205). This 
includes prohibiting “all semi-automatic handguns and all semi-automatic rifles and shotguns that 
discharge centre-fire ammunition and that are designed to accept detachable magazines with capacities of 
more than five rounds,” as well as closing “the loopholes in the existing law that permit … the use of a 
magazine with more than five rounds.”  
 
Since the MCC tabled its report, gun manufacturers continue to sell assault-style weapons. Reporters and 
other interested parties need only peruse online advertisements for non-restricted “tactical rifles” (code 
word for “assault weapons”) to see the kinds of weapons that are currently being sold, many of which 
would have been banned under the failed C-21 amendments (G-4 and G-46) that were withdrawn amid 
widespread disinformation orchestrated by the gun lobby and reinforced by Conservative and NDP MPs):  

 

https://tillsonburggunshop.com/Firearms-guns-Rifles-Shotgun-pistol-handgun-Air-gun/Non-Restricted-Black-Guns
https://www.solelyoutdoors.com/firearms/non-restricted/page1.html?sort=popular&brand=0&mode=grid&limit=24&sort=popular&max=8000&min=0&brand=0&filter%5B%5D=16290&filter%5B%5D=16304&filter%5B%5D=16301
https://www.dominionoutdoors.ca/firearms/non-restricted/centerfire-rifles/
https://www.firearmsoutletcanada.com/firearms/non-restricted-rifles?cat=719
https://www.lockharttactical.com/raven556
https://www.siwashsports.ca/firearms/rifle/semi-auto/non-restricted/
https://truenortharms.com/firearms/non-restricted/?sort=newest
https://masscasualtycommission.ca/files/documents/Turning-the-Tide-Together-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://masscasualtycommission.ca/files/documents/Turning-the-Tide-Together-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://digitalcommons.schulichlaw.dal.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2226&context=dlj
https://digitalcommons.schulichlaw.dal.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2226&context=dlj
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2022/LAW_22_11_00_AmendmentC21_CriminalCode_AssaultWeapons_ANNOTATED.pdf
https://firearmrights.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/the-list.pdf
https://www.thestar.com/politics/gun-control-group-tells-mps-disinformation-muddied-assault-style-firearm-measures/article_37083f36-8c82-5349-9615-da2db7e41126.html
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2023/PRSS_23_02_03_CCFR_ScrapC21.pdf
https://twitter.com/PierrePoilievre/status/1598109838696800257
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srEzUfuYK8w&ab_channel=CCFR
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Banning assault weapons was repeatedly promised to Canadians by the Liberal Party: in 2015, 2019 and 
2021, including a mandatory buyback of existing ones. However, the new definition of “prohibited 
firearm” in C-21 only applies to models of assault weapons that had not yet been invented at the time of 
its adoption, and is easily circumventable. Hundreds of models remain legal (and non-restricted), and 
magazines that surpass five rounds remain widely accessible. Public Safety Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
committed last October to introducing a new Order in Council to complete the 2020 ban and to eliminate 
magazine loopholes, but so far there has been no detectable progress. The Canadian Firearms Advisory 
Committee that was supposed to deliver recommendations, before August 31, 2023, to review the 
classification of existing firearms has yet to be revived.  

“We are trying to remain positive with respect to the government’s commitments to deliver on its promise 
to completely ban assault weapons, but it is becoming harder and harder. We know the gun lobby is 
fighting this measure with its considerable resources while Conservative politicians continue to lie to 
hunters, claiming their firearms are being targeted,” says Nathalie Provost, survivor and spokesperson of 
PolySeSouvient. “We hope to see concrete progress very soon, including funding for the promised buy-
back of assault-style weapons designed to kill as many people as possible, as quickly as possible, in the 
upcoming federal budget. As the Trudeau government approaches the final year of its mandate, time is 
running out for meaningful action on this critical public safety issue, in accordance with the wishes of the 
vast majority of Canadians.” 
 
Bill C-21 addresses several important MCC recommendations related to domestic violence, including: 
- amending the Firearms Act to automatically revoke the firearms licences of persons convicted of 

domestic violence, 
- amending the Firearms Act to suspend the firearms licences of persons charged with such offences, 
- require all police services to immediately inform the chief firearms officer (CFO) of charges related to 

intimate partner violence after they are laid, and 
- recognizing coercive control as part of the definition of domestic violence: such a definition appears in 

the Firearms Act although not, as of yet, in the Criminal Code. 
 

Recommendation C.21 - REDUCING GUN LETHALITY 

The Commission recommends that:  

(a) The federal government should amend the Criminal Code to prohibit all semi-automatic handguns and all semi-
automatic rifles and shotguns that discharge centre-fire ammunition and that are designed to accept detachable 
magazines with capacities of more than five rounds.  

(b) The federal government should amend the Criminal Code to prohibit the use of a magazine with more than five 
rounds so as to close the loopholes in the existing law that permit such firearms.  

(c) The federal government should amend the Firearms Act (i) to require a licence to possess ammunition; (ii) to require 
a licence to buy a magazine for a firearm; and (iii) to require a licensee to purchase ammunition only for the gun for 
which they are licensed.  

(d) The federal government should establish limits on the stockpiling of ammunition by individual firearms owners.  

(e) The federal government should reform the classification system for firearms and develop a standardized schedule 
and definitions of prohibited firearms within the Criminal Code of Canada, with an emphasis on simplicity and 
consistency.  

(f) The federal government should take steps to rapidly reduce the number of prohibited semi-automatic firearms in 
circulation in Canada. 
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  Heidi Rathjen - 514-816-7818 

https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_15_10_00_Liberal_Election_Promises_EXCERPT_HIGHLIGHTED.pdf
https://liberal.ca/liberals-move-forward-to-ban-assault-rifles-in-canada/
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_21_09_01_Liberal_Platform_EXCERPT_HIGHLIGHTED.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2023/DOCU_23_09_28_C21_Definition_AssW.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2023/DOCU_23_09_28_C21_Definition_AssW.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/images/MONT_21_10_02_Legal_CentreFire_SemiAutos.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents/DOCU_20_06_04_Flaws_Loopholes_LargeCapacityMags.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2023/PRSS_23_10_23_LeBlanc_testimony_before_Senate_C21_AssW.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2023/05/government-announces-strengthened-measures-to-prevent-gun-violence-and-ban-new-assault-style-firearms.html
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/cfac/index-en.aspx
https://www.parl.ca/documentviewer/en/44-1/bill/C-332/second-reading
https://masscasualtycommission.ca/files/documents/Turning-the-Tide-Together-Executive-Summary.pdf

