THE SKS

(Update 25/05/09)

The SKS is a semi-automatic rifle designed by Soviet small arms designer Sergei Gavrilovich
Simonov in the 1940s. Altogether, the Soviet Union produced 2.7 million SKS carbines. Throughout
the Cold War, millions of additional SKS carbines and their derivatives were also manufactured
under license in the People's Republic of China, as well as a number of countries allied with the
Eastern Bloc. The SKS was exported in vast quantities and found favour with insurgent forces
around the world as a light, handy
weapon which was adequate for
guerrilla  warfare  despite its
conventional limitations. Beginning in
1988, millions have also been sold on
the civilian market in North America,
where they remain popular as
hunting and sporting rifles. [Source:
Wikipedia]

The SKS is the gun that is most involved in recent

mass shootings and police murders.

Here are some examples:

1) Inthe Fall of 2023, a Sault-Ste-marie man used an SKS and a .38 calibre revolver to kill his ex-
partner and three children, and to injure his ex-wife. He didn’t have a licence but was known
to go on hunting trips.

2) In May of 2023, a Bourget (ON) man shot through his bedroom at two Ontario Provincial
Police officers when they entered his home in the middle of the night. He was the licensed
owner of a legal SKS and had illegally converted a “modifiable” magazine to hold more than
20 rounds. Sgt. Eric Mueller and critically wounded Const. Marc Lauzon.

3) Two South Simcoe police officers killed with an SKS during a house call in 2022.

4) In 2021 Quebec provincial police likely prevented a school massacre by arresting a young
man who wanted to kill several people and who owned an SKS with two modifiable
magazines

5) Six police officers in Saanich, B.C., were wounded by a legal SKS in a botched bank robbery in
2022.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SKS
https://www.saultstar.com/news/sault-mass-shooter-did-not-have-gun-licence-police-say
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/fear-turned-to-shock-when-murder-accused-realized-he-d-shot-an-officer-court-hears-1.7529588
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/a-bloody-record-the-dark-history-of-the-gun-model-used-in-the-innisfil-shooting/article_ef71195f-f9c5-5ebc-a502-0ac83638c449.html#:~:text=GTA-,'A%20bloody%20record%3A'%20The%20dark%20history%20of%20the%20gun,government%20has%20chosen%20to%20outlaw.
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2021/09/27/un-massacre-evite-sur-la-cote-nord?utm_medium=cxense#cxrecs_s
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-brothers-in-botched-bc-bank-robbery-had-become-angry-and-radical/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-brothers-in-botched-bc-bank-robbery-had-become-angry-and-radical/
https://onetactics.ca/products/sks-semi-auto-rifle-7-62x39w-ati-tactical-stock?_pos=1&_sid=6c67a54f3&_ss=r&variant=46390255485153
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SKS#/media/File:Simonow_SKS_45_noBG.jpg

6) Two tourists and a professor were killed with a legal SKS by two young men who fled BC to
northern Manitoba and then killed themselves in 2019.

7) In 2019, two men died from gunshot wounds in Calgary drive-by shooting. A Russian SKS
rifle is believed to be the weapon used in the crime.

8) The two Fredericton police officers and two civilians were killed with a legal SKS in 2018.
9) Abbotsford Constable John Davidson was killed with a legally acquired SKS in 2017.
10) Young police officer Thierry Leroux of Val-d'Or was killed with a legal SKS in 2016.

11) Nova Scotia army veteran killed his wife, daughter and mother with a legal SKS in 2014.

The SKS also regularly surfaced in criminal investigations and

incidents that threaten public safety.

The SKS is the most common model seized by the Edmonton Police over two years (2016-2017).
Here are some recent examples:

1) January 2025: After receiving a report of an attempted arson, Manitoba First Nations Police
Service tracked the suspect to an abandoned mobile home, where the suspect is alleged to
have threatened the Police with a firearm. Officers searched the vehicle and located an SKS
assault-style firearm.

2) December 2024: Calgary Police charged a man with several firearm-related offences and
removed various guns from Calgary’s streets following a seizure that took place earlier in the
year, including a loaded SKS.

3) July 2024: Winnipeg police say one man has been charged after pointing a Semi-Automatic
SKS Rifle at people along Sherbrook Street Tuesday morning.

4) June 2024: An SKS was one of the weapons seized by Calgary Police in relation to a
kidnapping of a man that was restrained, threatened and assaulted for several days, after
which a man and two women were charged with more than 50 offences.

5) May 2024: As part of an ongoing drug investigation, RCMP executed a search warrant at a
residence on Schultz Avenue in Selkirk. Officers seized a semi automatic SKS rifle with a
prohibited high-capacity magazine.

6) InJanuary of 2024, a gunman used an SKS to fire shots inside Edmonton city hall causing
extensive damage. He was not charged with unauthorized possession.

7) An SKS that was recovered after the second 2024 assassination attempt against Donald
Trump.


https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/schmegelsky-mcleod-homicides-manhunt-rcmp-1.5299115
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/calgary-police-want-to-speak-to-this-woman-who-may-have-details-on-a-double-murder-1.5371656
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/matthew-raymond-first-degree-murder-not-criminally-responsible-defence-1.5743618
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/suspect-accused-of-killing-b-c-police-officer-didn-t-have-gun-licence-1.3668452
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2016/02/14/un-policier-tue-au-lac-simon
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/what-happened-to-lionel-desmond-investigation/article35328037/
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/database-here-are-all-the-guns-edmonton-police-seized-over-two-years
https://www.mfnp.ca/male-charged-with-firearms-offences-also-wanted-on-murder-charges
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/police-charge-man-several-firearms-and-ammunition-seized/
https://winnipeg.citynews.ca/2024/07/03/man-charged-after-pointing-sks-rifle-at-people-on-sherbrook-street/
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/police-charge-three-individuals-in-kidnapping-incident/
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/news/2024/selkirk-rcmp-execute-warrant-and-seize-guns-drugs-and-cash
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/rcmp-terrorism-investigation-edmonton-city-hall-shooting-1.7134179
https://smokinggun.org/sks-rifle-recovered-after-second-trump-assassination-attempt/

The modern SKS is comparable to other assault-style weapons

but remains legal and mostly non-restricted

The SKS was excluded from the 2020 Order in Council because the original SKS is not “of
modern design”. However, a government-backed amendment to Bill C-21 aimed at
embedding a ban on assault weapons in the law included the SKS and all its variants.

SKS models on the market are not only those manufactured in the 20th century. Modern
version have supplemented hisorical models for a long time now.

“This upgraded SKS rifle [the Chinese NORINCO SKS 7.62x39] is aimed at shooters
looking for a versatile, reliable, and customizable rifle that retains the historic
significance of the original SKS while offering modern tactical features.”

- American Gun reviewer

The idea is to use the classic SKS “as stepping stones for innovation while still preserving
the core principles that made them iconic in the first place, showing a promising prospect
for the future of firearms development,” according to a pro-gun blog.

One version aimed at supplementing historical versions is described by the gun
community as “quasi-AR15s".
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https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2022/AmendmentG46.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2022/AmendmentG46.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2022/AmendmentG46.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaKZu9EEp24
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2024/BLOG_24_01_09_SKX_BuildingABetterSKSIn2024_thefirearmblog.pdf
https://onetactics.ca/products/sks-semi-auto-rifle-7-62x39w-ati-tactical-stock?_pos=1&_sid=6c67a54f3&_ss=r&variant=46390255485153

Modern SKS versions can have a folding stock and accommodates a bayonet



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaKZu9EEp24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaKZu9EEp24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaKZu9EEp24

The SK-X Gen 1 / conversion kit designed by Canadian engineer and manufactured in the
USA by the Canadian company Pearce Armoury was supposed to hit the market in the
last year (pre-orders were available). The kit featured in a 2024 gun show.

“I'm down here with Pierce Armoury at
Shot Show 2024 with their SK-X rifle. This
is the legacy of what happens when gun
control leads to loopholes that people

want to exploit to actually continue to

have interesting guns. And so, primarily

for the Canadian market, these guys are
working on both an upgrade package and
a conversion package to allow SKSs to use
detachable box magazines, lots of
modernized sort of accessories to fill a gap
for rifies like, say, AR-15s that are now

banned by name in Canada. The SKS isn’t,

the SKS is still allowable and so they’re
using SKS as a platform to provide this
sort of rifle... It’s very Frankenstein...”

- Weapons expert lan McCollum

“Intended as something of a middle finger to

Canadian gun laws, a company called Pearce

Armoury has come out with an upgrade kit for
the SKS. Bit of background: As of 2020, the
AR-15 is banned from civilian ownership in

Canada, along with many other "scary"
semiauto rifles. But the SKS is not restricted. ...
So what do some clever Canuck gunsmiths
who want to find and exploit loopholes do?
They produce a kit to turn your SKS into an
AR15. (Kinda.) It takes your existing SKS
barreled receiver, and adds in a replacement

chassis and fire control group. Your SKS now
uses AR15 stocks, grips, sights/optics, and

even 7.62x39 AR15 magazines. And now you

have a semiauto quasi-AR15 that legally is still

an SKS and therefore kosher in the Mounties'
eyes.”

- Gun forum post
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Intended as something of a middle finger to Canadian gun laws, a company called Pearce Armoury has come out with
an upgrade kit for the SKS.

Bit of background: As of 2020, the AR-15 is banned from divilian ownership in Canada, along with many other "scary
semiauto rifles. But the SKS is not restricted. And there are a ton of SKSs in Canada, with them having continued to
import large numbers of Norinco SKSs in the decades after they were barred from US import in the 1990s.

So what do some clever Canuck gunsmiths who want to find and exploit loopholes do? They produce a kit to turn your
SKS into an AR15. (Kinda.)

It takes your existing SKS barreled receiver, and adds in a replacement chassis and fire control group.

Your SKS now uses AR15 stocks, grips, sights/optics, and even 7.62x39 AR1S magazines. And now you have a
semiauto quasi-AR15 that legally is still an SKS and therefore kosher in the Mounties' eyes.

Hideous? Yep.
Ingenious? Yep.

And they're working on producing an updated version made with new production SKS receivers, chambered in
additional calibers like .300 Blackout, .458 Socom, 5.56 Nato, .50 Beowolf, 5.45x39, and 6.5 Grendel.

This message has been edited. Last edited by: RoquelSK, February 03, 2024 06:37 AM



https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2024/01/29/shot-2024-sk-x-building-better-sks-2024/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2024/01/29/shot-2024-sk-x-building-better-sks-2024/
https://www.facebook.com/Pearce.Armoury/about
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/K8bgo9LJquM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forgotten_Weapons
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2024/WEB_24_02_02_Bulletin_ConversionKit_SKS_AR15.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2024/WEB_24_02_02_Bulletin_ConversionKit_SKS_AR15.pdf

« When your looking to modernize your SKS rifle, there only really is one 1 choice. Tired of
having to go to multiple companies and assemble multiple products to build out an SKS,
we developed our productions around one stop supply. when you buy the ILS you have a
turn key system. from there the AR Market is open for you to tailor your rifle as you

please. » [SIC]

- Ryan Pearce, SK-X Designer

“At first glance, the SK-X shares the same basic operating principles with the traditional
SKS, however, a closer inspection reveals an extensive list of changes that distinquishes
this new rifle from its predecessor. From a new gas block and gas system to a new sight
block, the SK-X has been meticulously created for the modern era. Perhaps the most
outstanding feature is the new 1/4-turn safety and the entirely renovated stock/chassis,
a testament to Pearce’s innovative prowess.”

- American gun blog about the Canadian SK-X

The www.skxrifles.com site is no longer online. However, remnants of the page are
available via the Wayback Machine. This ad was posted in the Canadian SigTalk Forum:
“available for pre-

SKX Gen 1
order” en
$1750.00

Contact via mail:

Out of stock, available for pre-order

Product Details
The SK-X Gen one.

Second Media Corp.

117 Peter Street, Suite 600
Toronto, ON

M5V 2HT

Canada Available in Muttiple Cal, The SK-X is a Modern

SKS using latest material technologies, fully

incorporating the design principles of the ILS
Chassis into a complete ready to go rifle. The
SK-X builds on the reliability and functionality of
the SKS as well as the ergonomics and features
ofthe the ILS into one complete, reliable tandem
piston driven rifle, offering superb reliabiity in
austere environments as well as accuracy and
ergonomics and safety of the modern fire
controls systems leant to it from the AR-15
heritage integrated into ene convenient package.

Auvailable in the following calibers
SK-3-300 BLK

SK-4 - 456 Socom

SK-5N - 555 Nato

SK-5B - 50 Beawolf

SK-5R - 5.45x38r

SK-6 - 6.5 Grendel

SK-T-7.62x39



https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2024/WEB_24_05_27_VanguardArmsLLC_PearceArmoury_SK_X.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2024/BLOG_24_01_09_SKX_BuildingABetterSKSIn2024_thefirearmblog.pdf
http://www.skxrifles.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240527212701/https:/skxrifles.com/
https://www.sigtalk.com/threads/pearce-armoury-with-sk-x-rifle.447428/
https://www.sigtalk.com/help/contact/

