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Etudiants et diplomés de Polytechnique pour le controle des armes

Students and Graduates of Polytechnique for gun control

November 11, 2025

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Via email: mark.carney@parl.gc.ca | pm@pm.gc.ca

Re: Urgent Need for Action on the SKS and Measures Linked to Intimate Partner Violence in
Former Bill C-21

Dear Prime Minister Carney,

Less than one month from today, on December 6th, Quebecers and Canadians will mark The
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women, which is the anniversary of
the 1989 Ecole Polytechnique mass femicide, in which an armed young man murdered fourteen
women and injured fourteen others in the name of "fighting feminism". The commemoration date,
informally known as “White Ribbon Day”, was established by the Parliament of Canada in 1991.

With no response to the joint letter of October 6th from PolySeSouvient/PolyRemembers and
other leading gun control advocates, asking you to confirm action to address the controversial and
still legal Soviet SKS model, survivors and family members of 14 women killed in the Polytechnique
mass shooting that have fought for decades to ban assault weapons will have no choice but to
condemn your inaction with respect to this weapon. A buyback program that allows owners of
prohibited assault weapons to replace their surrendered weapons with similar ones that remain
legal and even non restricted is a colossal waste of taxpayers’ money. The SKS was literally
designed for warfare and is commonly used in mass shootings and killings of police officers. If the
ban is not comprehensive, assault weapons will remain legally available and the public’s interest in
terms of increased safety from gun violence will be compromised.

Further, the government has failed to bring into force the measures that address firearm-related
intimate partner violence (IPV), in former Bill C-21 (gun control) which became law nearly two
years ago, on December 13, 2023. Nor has it publicly communicated that action in this regard is
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imminent, more than six months after forming a new Carney-led government.

Over 50 women'’s groups have fought for the adoption for these measures. A year ago, alongside
relatives of victims of recent gun-related domestic femicides and familicides, these groups
reiterated their call for swift and effective implementation. Understandably, many of these groups,
like PolySeSouvient, are outraged at the government’s apparent neglect of this file.

Tragically, the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability (CFOJA), identified at
least 11 women and girls killed by intimate partner gun violence, from December 1, 2023 to
November 10, 2025 — the period covering the time since C-21 was adopted. The names of these
victims are listed here. CFOJA also reports when focusing on femicides where the method of cause
of death was known, 32% of victims killed by an intimate partner were shot.

Simply put, it would be disingenuous and even hypocritical for you and your Liberal caucus MPs to
wear white ribbons or to participate in memorial events across Canada commemorating the
victims of the femicides at Polytechnique, knowing your government has yet to deliver on the
long-promised ban on military-style weapons and has yet to enact the hard-fought for, urgently
expected and long-adopted IPV measures that remove firearms from violent offenders — this

despite your explicit campaign promises to accelerate their implementation.

It is only by moving quickly to end the sale of the lethal high-velocity SKS and enact the IPV
measures that you will be demonstrating genuine concern to keep Canadian women, men and
children safe.

PolySeSouvient and our gun control partners stand ready to engage and support your efforts to
ensure the assault weapons buyback program is a success and to implement other outstanding
regulations in order to prevent more mass shootings, femicides and suicides in Canada.

Sincerely,

[Signature removed for publication]

Heidi Rathjen, witness (1989 femicides at Polytechnique), Coordinator of PolySeSouvient /
PolyRemembers

with:

Suzanne Laplante-Edward, mother of Anne-Marie

Jim Edward, brother of Anne-Marie

Sylvie Haviernick, sister of Maude

Serge St-Arneault, brother of Annie

Jeff Larivée, spouse of Maryse Laganiéere

Hélene Thibaut, witness

Benoit Laganiére, witness

Stéphane Rouillon, witness

Gabriel Comby, President of the Polytechnique Student Association
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Cc:

- The Hon. Gary Anandasangaree - Ms. Alison Irons, former RCMP officer and mother of
The Hon. Rechie Valdez gun femicide victim Lindsay Wilson (1986-2013)

- The Hon. Joél Lightbound - Ms. Suzanne Zaccour, National Association of Women

- The Hon. Ruby Sahota and the Law

- The Hon. Rachel Bendayan - Professor Myrna Dawson, Canadian Femicide

- The Hon. Patty Hajdu Observatory for Justice and Accountability

- The Hon. Melanie Joly - Ms. Meaghan Hennegan and Ms. Louise De Sousa,

- Ms. Anna Gainey Dawson families for gun control

- Ms. Nathalie Provost - Mr. Boufeldja Benabdallah, Mosquée de Québec

- Ms. Marie-Gabrielle Ménard - Mr. Ken Price and Ms. Claire Smith, Danforth Families

- Ms. Linda LaPointe for Safe Communities

- Ms. Tara Graham, daughter of femicide victim - Mr. Thomas Prévost, Student Movement NOT_HERE
Brenda Tatlock-Burke of Nova Scotia (1964-2024) - Dr. Najma Ahmed, Canadian Doctors for Protection

- Mr. Brian Sweeney, father of mass shooting victim from Guns
Angie Sweeney, founder or Angie’s Angels - Dr. Alan Drummond, Canadian Association of

Emergency Physicians

Polysesouvient est un groupe de citoyens bénévoles, dont de nombreux témoins, survivants et familles des victimes du massacre du 6 décembre
1989, qui ceuvrent pour un meilleur controle des armes et dont les objectifs sont endossés par I’ Association des Etudiants de Polytechnique,
I’Association des étudiants aux cycles supérieurs de Polytechnique, le CA de I’ Association des diplomés de Polytechnique, I’Ordre des
ingénieurs du Québec, I'Ecole Polytechnique, I'Ecole de technologie supérieure et plusieurs associations étudiantes de génie du Québec.
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