
 

 

For immediate release 

Budget 2025 Re-Commits to Completion of National 
Buyback Program for Prohibited Assault-Style Firearms  

Continued funding for buyback program signals Liberal government’s 
resolve to remove prohibited firearms from communities, but missing are 

indications the government intends to ensure a comprehensive assault 
weapon ban (SKS) and the imminent implementation of hard-fought 

measures (C-21) to prevent intimate partner gun violence 
 

MONTREAL, November 4, 2025: PolyRemembers/PolySeSouvient is pleased to see continued 

funding for the completion of the buyback program for prohibited assault-style weapons in the 

2025-2026 Budget unveiled today. The promised funding is a good start by the new government 

toward fulfilling Prime Minister Carney's election promises to enact responsible gun laws and 

support his avowed priority to keep Canadians safe.  

However, we are concerned there is no mention of action on other commitments made by the 

Liberal Party on gun control during last April’s election, including the following measures:  

• Enact relevant articles in former Bill C-21, adopted in December 2023, that automatically 

revoke gun licences of individuals convicted of violent offences, particularly those convicted of 

intimate partner violence offences, and those subject to protection orders. 

• Finalize draft regulations that would implement a new pre-authorization system that ensures 

that the classification of new firearm models entering the market is determined by the RCMP 

and not the gun industry. 

• Toughen oversight of firearms licensing and strengthen the enforcement of new measures 

contained in former Bill C-21 by bolstering the capacity of Provincial Chief Firearms Officers to 

fulfill their obligations. 

• Conduct consultations with the goal of identifying and implementing solutions with respect to 

firearms that, while designed for military purposes, are also commonly used for sustenance 

hunting (including the Soviet-designed SKS). 

• Eliminate loopholes or exemptions that circumvent the rules aimed at prohibiting large capacity 

magazines, like requiring the permanent alteration of large capacity magazines, to ensure that 

they can never hold more than five rounds again and prohibit the sale and transfer of 

magazines capable of holding more than the legally permitted number of rounds. 

https://budget.canada.ca/2025/report-rapport/pdf/budget-2025.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/DOCU_25_04_15_Federal_Elections_GunControl_Promises.pdf
https://liberal.ca/cstrong/secure/
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/MAIL_25_04_11_Liberal_Reponses_Questionnaire.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/DOCU_25_02_03_SKS_Incidents_Versions.pdf
https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/MAIL_25_04_11_Liberal_Reponses_Questionnaire.pdf
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The measures aimed at removing firearms from domestic abusers in former Bill C-21, which 

received Royal Assent on December 13, 2023, are still not in effect. In the meantime, women and 

children have been shot and killed in family settings. It is appalling the regulations needed to 

enforce these new measures are not yet in force, almost two years after they became law. 

PolyRemembers’ recommendations to the government to deal with the SKS to ensure Canada has a 

true ban on assault-style weapons are here.  

The number of prohibited assault-style firearms in Canada ranges from the federal government’s 

estimate of 150,000 to gun industry suggestions it is much higher. These semi-automatic firearms, 

when used with high-capacity magazines, are capable of powerful and rapid indiscriminate ‘spray-

firing’ of bullets and can quickly kill and injure multiple people. Public opinion research has 

consistently shown strong support among the general public for a ban on civilian possession of 

assault-style weapons. According to Public Safety Canada, over 19,000 non restricted makes and 

models, equating to over 127,000 variations of firearms, remain legal for hunting and sport 

shooting in Canada. 
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https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/PRSS_25_09_23_Pilot_Phase2_Reaction.pdf
https://distribution-a617274656661637473.pbo-dpb.ca/4196f91c9ca790eba879bf359fc2535b02af838191712fcef827a0643d71b4a7
https://distribution-a617274656661637473.pbo-dpb.ca/4196f91c9ca790eba879bf359fc2535b02af838191712fcef827a0643d71b4a7
https://angusreid.org/assault-weapons-ban/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2024/12/government-of-canada-extends-list-of-prohibited-assault-style-firearms-and-moves-forward-on-regulatory-changes-to-strengthen-gun-control.html
https://budget.canada.ca/2025/report-rapport/pdf/budget-2025.pdf
https://budget.canada.ca/2025/report-rapport/pdf/budget-de-2025.pdf
https://budget.canada.ca/2025/report-rapport/pdf/budget-2025.pdf

