
 

 

Backgrounder: Points to consider 
Rally Opposing Federal Ban and Buyback of Prohibited Assault Weapons  

Quebec City, February 28, 2026  

 

1) BAN ON SPECIFIC TYPES OF FIREARMS 

Contrary to the gun lobby’s rhetoric, the federal ban (and buyback) does not target regular 
hunting rifles. Military-style weapons were banned based on the following technical criteria – 
NOT on appearances:  

  

Samples of models banned (2025): 

https://polysesouvient.ca/Documents_2025/DOCU_25_03_07_NewlyProhibitedAssaultWeapons_PubliSafety_Handout.pdf
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-05-01-x3/html/sor-dors96-eng.html
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2) THE GOAL OF BANNING ASSAULT WEAPONS 

The goal of banning assault weapons is to prevent mass shootings, not to solve all gun 
crime. Domestic homicides and gang-related crime are also problems but require different 
measures to address. One mass shooting is one too many. No matter the tools given to police 
and the courts to remove guns from potentially dangerous individuals, there will always be a risk 
some bad apples fall through the cracks, as all humans and all systems are fallible. That is why, in 
addition to striving to improve these tools, we also need to remove guns designed for mass 
casualties from circulation.  

 

3) LEGAL VS ILLEGAL GUNS 
 

a) When it comes to guns seized by police, RCMP data shows most are domestically sourced, 
and most are long guns: 

 

(The gun lobby usually cites statistics on crime guns in large urban centers, not all gun crime 
across Canada.) 
 

b) When it comes to gun-related homicides, about half are committed with guns that were 
legally purchased, according to Statistics Canada: 

 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/441/SECU/Reports/RP11706338/securp03/securp03-e.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2024001/article/00001-eng.htm
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c) When it comes to mass shootings specifically, there are no formal Canadian studies. 
However, among the high-profile mass shootings in Canada in recent years where the legal 
status of the guns involved was known, most were legally purchased, like Polytechnique, 
Concordia, Moncton, Dawson College, Quebec Mosque, Penticton, Fredericton, Toronto, 
Bourget, etc. While details are still being withheld, we know the Tumbler Ridger shooter had 
access to legal assault weapons. 
 

 
 
 

Studies in the US shows most are legally purchased: 

 

https://x.com/Polysesouvient/status/1615412186599329796
https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/article/guns-in-photo-posted-by-tumbler-ridge-shooters-mother-were-legal-expert-says/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/article/guns-in-photo-posted-by-tumbler-ridge-shooters-mother-were-legal-expert-says/
https://x.com/Polysesouvient/status/1615412186599329796
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/public-mass-shootings-database-amasses-details-half-century-us-mass-shootings#:~:text=Notably%2C%20most%20individuals%20who%20engaged,stole%20guns%20from%20family%20members.

